Using DRGs in developing referral policies for coronary care within a local health district.
This paper presents the results of a study into some specific aspects of the management of coronary heart disease within one district health authority. In particular, it is concerned with the appropriate balance of inpatient coronary care between the district general hospital and community hospitals in the light of current and potential changes in the clinical management of coronary cases. The study is an example of a multidisciplinary approach to local health planning which is beginning to emerge within the Exeter Health District, the methodology of which may be applicable to client groups within the medical specialties other than coronary cases, such as strokes or respiratory disorders. It also illustrates the use of spatial analysis and diagnosis-related groups in local planning.